
Rule 16. Temporary Suspension Pending Disciplinary Proceedings

(a) Petition for temporary suspension. In any case where the Director files or has filed a
petition under Rule 12, if it appears that a continuation of a lawyer's authority to practice law
pending final determination of the disciplinary proceeding poses a substantial threat of serious harm
to the public, the Director may file with this Court a petition for suspension of the lawyer pending
final determination of the disciplinary proceeding, with proof of service. The petition shall set forth
facts as may constitute grounds for the suspension andmay be supported by a transcript of evidence
taken by a Panel, court records, documents or affidavits.

(b) Service. The Director shall cause the petition to be served upon the lawyer in the same
manner as a petition for disciplinary action.

(c) Answer.Within 20 days after service of the petition or such shorter time as this Court may
order, the lawyer shall file in this Court an answer to the petition for temporary suspension, with
proof of service. If the lawyer fails to do so within that time or any extension of time this Court
may grant, the petition's allegations shall be deemed admitted and this Court may enter an order
suspending the lawyer pending final determination of disciplinary proceedings. The answer may
be supported by a transcript of any evidence taken by the Panel, court records, documents, or
affidavits.

(d) Hearing; disposition. If this Court after hearing finds a continuation of the lawyer's authority
to practice law poses a substantial threat of serious harm to the public, it may enter an order
suspending the lawyer pending final determination of disciplinary proceedings.

(e) Interim suspension. Upon a referee disbarment recommendation, the lawyer's authority to
practice law shall be suspended pending final determination of the disciplinary proceeding, unless
the referee directs otherwise or the Court orders otherwise.

(Amended July 22, 1982; amended February 21, 1984; amended effective July 1, 1986; amended
effective July 1, 1987; amended effective January 1, 1989; amended effective March 1, 1991;
amended to govern all lawyer disciplinary actions commenced on or after January 1, 1995; amended
effective October 1, 2014.)
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